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25X1 A ■■^■1 tbe Polish Communist press gave publicity to a great 

rh L“\ f° al !WJU> ot Barbara Wyrwolonie, in which several dosen 
miners lost their liven. According to the official communique, a fira 

th ° b lo=^n« the exit for the BinerT^toTioliSLi 

th * accident. At the sane tin editorials da— S d 
r^ J ?n ? A l ■ eo f t y° 1 meai.ar-8 and modernization of Dining equipment . 

J? [ f for ,' ch ' : f irst tine the government decided to give publicity 

“ accident and pronised to find the persons roeponsible and improve 7 
conditions in the mice: is p -oof that Indignation among miners swt be 
“-n- 11 *!** hdfore have any accidents In mines or factories been given 
publicity despite the fact that ouch incidents occur rather often. 

HFi! 1« completely wrong to say that the e .cident ms provoked by 
Despite the strong resistance among miners against the present 
?5 Polar*, the miners -would never commit a sabotage of that kind. 
Solidarity among miners is considerable; never would they do anything which 
could endanger so many Lives* ^ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

25X1 X *S OFFICIAL ONLY 

Hi P^Iq in Nova ITuta who had worked in the mines , 
there are few volunteers for the badly paid and dongerou? miners ' 

Since the -pay for every ton of coal produced has been cut down and no r ms 
increased* « miner mokes at best 1*000 zloty per month* Only pitmen 
( aztygo rre) can earn up to 2,000 v.l, So miners try to leave the mimes and 
look for easier and 'setter- paid work elBewhere 0 This has caused a shortage 
of miners mad forced the authorities to carry on a tremendous campaign for 
voluntary miners among the country youth* and also to send young men on 
compulsory work in nines • For this purpose military conscripts are used. 

Men who ore regarded as politically unreliable* such as sons of kulaks or of 
the former bourgeoisie* former members of the Polish Army in the West, etc., 
ore sent to spCh work. They work there for the three years of regular 
military service without going through any real military training in a 
regiment. Also all sorts of apprentices in various mechanical sch oo ls 
connected with mining in so*e way (eg ‘electric-mechanical • school*) or 
Just boys from any mechanical and industrial schools in Silesia are sent to 
work in the mines for some time- These boys usually get a scholarship for 
their studies and are obliged to work without salary in the mines. This is 
also the cnee with soldiers At best they can get some premium for tavlmg 
overreached oheir norms. It is clear that the conscripts and the boys frost 
school* who ore housed in special barracks and dressed in 8P (Slmzha Pol see) 
uniforms * have had no pruvicu* training in the miners f diffi cult Job'.' Sere 
are many accidents with fatal results . Working in Szczeci^^M^HB’* H|||| 
on several occasions young women who were widows , 

they lost their husbands they said* my husband was a conscript. Bnt how vti 
he killed? The reply was- 'In the mines. 1 .* Ft 0 pie know that. The chief 
fear of a Polish youth is to be sent to the mines - which are reg ar ded an 
real jgfrgrga - (forced labor) 
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4. ‘The ccruacripc battalions are called Wojakowc flataliony Pracy . Some f ow m oi - 
a ®*^ erB the bo battalions told me that r*c clients had occurred mostly throu gh 
lack of inspection and of proper training of the workers. The orders of the 
authorities to exploit the mines to the greatest possible extent result in’ 
all rules of security being act aside, SSe props m the mines ore of poor 
quality and collapse f rsqabently. As sons bH^cb have seven Q tor lea p the pas- 
sages *re propped by so-called pillars ( filary ). But the pxj^aru contain 
considerable quantities of coal. Workers have told me that since so much 
coal is neeraed for erxport* orders have been given to remove even the pillar e. 

The engineers refuse to do so „ Meetings and conferences take place in Warszawa 
about every such pillar which has to be removed The engineers are thereby 
put into a delicate position. If they refuse* the Communist authorities in 
Warsaw accuse them of oabotaging the exploitation of the mine; if they agree* 
they risk an accident. Sometimes houses in Silesian towns get destroyed 
because of i^moved mine pillars in the mined* under t e towns. Orders to econo- 
mitre in the pit.® in ".no few props being used; sometimes passages cave 

in. The fact that the b^st props ( ko point aki ) ore sent abroad sad inferior 
ones used m FOxasu joines is another reason for catastrophes. Miner* used 
to says ’What io good goes to the USSR; what le bad is used at home* (‘Co 
dobre idxie zagranice, co liche zostaje u nae’.) The ventilation system 
in the mines Is bod. This results in gas accumulation#, which was surely the 
cause of the March accident. 
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5. -The coal output in Silesia* particularly in the Walbrzych district* is con- 
sistent ±y falli^^of^- In 1950 a miner still produced one ton of coal per 
shift; now his output is no more than 600-700 kg. The reasons 

for this are the sense eas plana* Inefficient working methods and depreciation 
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• us avu 

of the equipment* :he aanagejaent i& pretty inefficibnt and too frequently 
reorgoulsoa; eg, olneo 19^5 the grwart tfifctorla Bine ha s had so lass than 
2O M06BT&. Up to 1^16 the aanageannt was in bands of Polish speelal- 
lota; bb*y have aow all left wider one pretext or another aa they could -not 
approve the craxy plane and foresaw* that they would end in -failure. Stage 
19W felio mine has been adadnlsterod by son-professional CP people* In order 
to fnlWUll the plans! these Managers seek for coal blocks. SO aide pas- 
sages are Hade, no deep boring undertaken. As a result; 1 a 1993 
coal, bad to be transported underground for up to eight ka. 'bcdToro it count 
bo hauled up; this has let to Tceasive wear and tear on Che transport 
equipawrt. Spare parts are m extremely short supply ant. xn sow cases 
altogether umvallabls, especially where the mchluory Is of CKnwaa origin. 
Bam new Soviet machines have been brought to the district but break down 
often a* they are unadapted to the Walbrzych aloes *" 
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